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Referral Form for case discussion by the Safeguarding Adults Review (SAR) Subgroup
A Safeguarding Adults Review (SAR) is a process for partner agencies to identify learning from serious safeguarding adult cases, where an adult in vulnerable circumstances has died or been seriously injured, and abuse or neglect has been suspected. The SAR process is based on national guidance and is agreed by all agencies who are members of Northamptonshire Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB).
As a result of a SAR, recommendations are made to help improve practice and services. The SAR will look at what went well, as what could be improved with an overall aim to promote learning and improvement to prevent future deaths/serious harm happening again, it is not about apportioning blame to individuals or organisations.
This form should be completed in full when an adult with care and support needs has died as a result of abuse or neglect, whether known or suspected (including death by suicide), or if the adult is still alive and the agency knows or suspects that the adult experienced serious abuse or neglect, and where there is concern that partner agencies could have worked more effectively to protect the adult.
The referrer (if employed by an organisation that is part of the Board) should consult with their agency’s safeguarding representative to ensure that a referral has not already been made, and that the grounds for a SAR under section 44 of the Care Act 2014 appear to be met.
[image: ]The submission of this form SHOULD NOT prevent immediate learning and action for any agency involved with the adult
Details of the Referrer
	Information Required
	Complete in full

	Name of the referrer
	

	Referrer’s job title
	

	Agency name
	

	Agency address
	

	Referrer’s telephone number
	

	Referrer’s email address 
	

	Date of the referral
	


Before submitting this referral, you should discuss with your agency’s safeguarding lead and provide their details below
	Information Required
	Complete in full

	Safeguarding lead’s name
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	



Details of the Adult at Risk of Abuse or Neglect
	Information Required
	Complete in full

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Date of birth
	

	Date of death
	

	Date of incident if still alive
	



	Protected characteristics

	Age
	
	Disability
	

	Gender reassignment
	
	Marriage/civil partnership
	

	Pregnancy/maternity
	
	Race
	

	Religion/belief
	
	Sex
	

	Sexual orientation
	
	
	



	GP name & surgery details
	

	Who is the adult’s next of kin?
	

	Next of kin’s telephone number
	

	Next of kin’s address
	

	Has this referral been discussed with family members/carer?
	

	Are there other adults or children living at the address who might also be at risk of harm? 
	YES / NO


	If there are, provide details
	



Explain how the case meets the criteria for a SAR
	Information Required
	Complete in full

	Provide brief details of the events and circumstances that led to this referral; include when and where the event happened, and in what context.
Use plain language that can be understood by those with no prior knowledge of your agency; give the meaning of any acronyms you use. Do not copy and paste extensive information from your agency’s records or case management systems as the referral may be returned. 
	

	Identify the types of abuse[footnoteRef:1] relating to this case  [1:  Types of Abuse] 

(more than one may apply):
	Physical
	
	Domestic/Physical
	

	
	Sexual
	
	Psychological/emotional
	

	
	Financial/material
	
	Modern slavery
	

	
	Discriminatory
	
	Organisational/Institutional
	

	
	Neglects/Acts of omission
	
	Self-neglect
	

	Did the abuse happen in Northamptonshire?
	YES  / NO

	Has there been a delay in submitting this referral? If so, please provide an explanation
	



	Information Required
	Complete in full

	Did/does the adult have needs for care and support?  
	YES  / NO

	List details of the care and support needs – refer to Appendix 1
	

	Was the adult open to Adult Social Care?
	YES / NO

	Did the adult have a carer or advocate?
	

	Contact details of the adult’s carer or advocate
	

	Are there reasons to believe that the abuse or neglect may have occurred because of the actions/inaction from an individual agency/agencies? If so, please provide your rationale. 
	

	Why do you believe agencies were not working effectively together to safeguard the adult?
	



[image: ]Respond fully to the relevant criteria, using plain language, ensuring it can be easily understood by those working outside of your agency. Ensure you clearly outline your concerns about how separate agencies worked together. Further information can be found in the Care and Support Statutory Guidance Chapter 14, paragraphs 14.162 to 14.179.

	Care Act 2014 - Section 44 Criteria
Detail how you believe the case meets the criteria for a SAR in the relevant section below - section 44 of the Care Act 2014
See details of the identified care and support needs at Appendix 1 below

	(1) A SAB must arrange for there to be a review of a case involving an adult in its area with needs for care and support (whether or not the local authority has been meeting any of those needs). If:
(a)	There is reasonable cause for concern about how the SAB, members or other persons with relevant functions worked together to safeguard the adult, and 
(b)	Condition 1 or 2 is met

	

	(2) Condition (1) is met if: 
(a) The adult has died, and 
(b) The SAB knows or suspects that the death resulted from abuse or neglect (whether or not it knew about or suspected the abuse or neglect before the adult died). 

	

	(3) Condition (2) is met if:
(a) The adult is still alive, and
(b) The SAB knows or suspects that the adult has experienced serious abuse or neglect. 

	

	(4) A SAB may arrange for there to be a review or any other case involving an adult in its area with needs for care and support (whether or not the local authority has been meeting any of those needs). 
has discretion to undertake a SAR in other situations where it believes that there will be value in doing so. This may be where a case can provide useful insight into the way organisations are working together to prevent and reduce abuse and neglect of adults and can include exploring examples of good practice

	




Other processes and agencies involved including Safeguarding Investigations
	Information required
	Complete in full

	Please advise of any other processes or investigations you know to be underway such as criminal proceedings, Coroner’s Inquest, Domestic Homicide Review (DHR), Learning Disability Review (LeDeR), Drug Related Death Panel (DARD), Patient Safety Incident Response etc., (please enquire with agencies before submitting the form)
	

	Has a s42 safeguarding enquiry been authorised/ undertaken for this case? 
	YES / NO

	If so, provide the date and details of the person  undertaking the enquiry, including contact information, and the outcome, if completed
	

	Please provide any other supporting information and views of the family (if you have them)
	



List all agencies involved in this case who were working with the adult. This could include adult social services, police, health services, mental health services, fire and rescue, housing, probation, residential/ domiciliary care, care home, drug and alcohol support services. Include contact names, telephone and email address if known.
	Name
	Agency
	Telephone
	Email address

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	Signed
	Date

	
	



Once completed, this form should be sent to the NSAB Business Office for the attention of:
Suzanne Binley, NSAB Business Manager, Northamptonshire Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB),
c/o West Northamptonshire Council, One Angel Square, Angel Street, Northampton, NN1 1ED
Email: NSAB.NCC@westnorthants.gov.uk

Appendix 1
When making a SAR referral, it is important that the following information is made explicit on this form:
· What kind of abuse or neglect the person is known or suspected to have suffered
· Whether the person has died, or experienced serious abuse and/or neglect and survived
· Whether the incident happened in North or West Northamptonshire
· What care and support needs the person has/had
· What concerns there are about how agencies worked together
What are the identified care and support needs as identified in the Care Act 2014?
· The adult’s needs arise from or are related to a physical or mental impairment or illness
· As a result of the adult’s needs, the adult is unable to achieve two or more of the outcomes specified below:
1. Managing and maintaining nutrition
2. Maintaining personal hygiene
3. Managing toilet needs
4. Being appropriately clothed
5. Being able to make use of the adults home safely
6. Maintaining a habitable home environment
7. Developing and maintaining family or other personal relationship
8. Accessing and engaging in work, training, education, or volunteering
9. Making use of necessary facilities or services in the local community, including public transport, and recreational facilities or services
10. Carrying out any caring responsibilities the adult has for a child
· As a consequence there is, or is likely to be, a significant impact on the adult’s well-being.
SAR Referral Governance
Stage 1 – The SAR Subgroup Chair and Business Manager will meet to discuss new SAR referrals and whether there are reasonable grounds to consider that the SAR duty described above is met. If the referral passes the quality check at stage 1, it will ordinarily be considered at the next SAR Subgroup meeting, or as soon as possible. If the SAR referral does not meet SAR criteria at stage 1, the SAR Subgroup will be advised and the referrer will be informed of the outcome. 

Stage 2 - If agreed at stage 1, the referral will move to stage 2 and agency scoping will be requested by the Business Office, usually giving 2-3 weeks’ notice. 
Stage 3 - The referral is discussed at SAR Subgroup and the NSAB Chair notified of the group’s recommendation. Once agreed, the statutory partners are written to for their agreement. 

Whilst it is good practice to discuss a SAR referral with family members, it is not a requirement. If the SAR referral has been discussed with family members it is the referrer’s responsibility and NOT the responsibility of NSAB Business Office or SAR Subgroup to inform the family of the outcome at SAR referral stage. If a SAR is agreed, the Business Office will make contact with the lead family member.
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